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This past week, as the Arme-
nian Church and the Armenian
Christian Nation, we were walk-
~ |ing the paths of our Christian
‘|identity. And today we are re-
.~ |newing the centuries-old faith
we inherited from the founders
| of our Christian roots. In the
~Iway of faith we join the great
. testimony of the fearless and
invincible martyrdom of the
saints, and see that the word of
Christ and the light of the gos- é""f
pel remove the darkness from %,
our lives, enlighten our minds,
and set a pure and prayerful




i heart within us to worship the Holy

Trinity in spirit and in truth. ‘

One of the most celebrated feasts |
of the Armenian Church is the day[E :
when the Cathedral of Holy Etchmi-
adzin was established, according to
the inspired vision of St. Gregory the §
[lluminator.

According to tradition, and hagiog-
raphic sources, following the declara-
tion of Christianity as the Official Reli-
gion of Armenia in 301 AD, St. Gregory
has a famous vision, wherein the Only
Begotten Son of God - Jesus Christ,
descends from Heaven, his face lit aglow, and with the strike of
a golden hammer designates the site where the Mother Cathe-
dral for the entire Armenian nation is to be founded. Hence, the
name of the spiritual center for the Armenians, “Etchmiadzin”,
means “the Descent of the Only Begotten” (Etch - descent, mi -
only, dzin - begotten.)

St. Gregory relayed the story about his vision to the Armenian
King Tiridates, under whose royal auspices and support the Ca-
thedral of Holy Etchmiadzin was built. King Tiridates and Queen
Ashkhen participated in the construction, as did the entire cap-
ital city of Vagharshapat by bringing stones from the biblical
mountain of Ararat to lay the foundations. In the site marked by
Christ, a Holy Altar of Descent was built.

According of Patriarch Malachia Ormanian, from the days of
her establishment, the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin has been
the residence of the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All




and as such, her universal, spiritual and administrative head-
quarters.

Another title bestowed upon the cathedral is “Catholic” - not
to be confused with the Roman Catholic faith. Catholic is a Greek
word meaning “Universal”. Theologically, the cathedral has been
called “catholic” as a description of the catholicity (universality)
of the Church.

The feast of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is celebrat-
ed 64 days following Easter. A Divine Liturgy is celebrated, and
during services, a special hymn is sung, written by the eighth
century Catholicos Sahak of Dzorap, telling of St. Gregory’s vi-
sion and the Cathedral’s construction.

The only begotten of the Father descended
and the light of glory with Him,

The voices resounded from the depths of hell.

Having seen the great light,
our patriarch Gregory told the converted king with joy:
Come let us build the Altar of light,

for there the Light dawned upon us in Armenia.

(Catholicos Sakah | Dzoraporetsi)

GUIDANCE ON SUNDAY’S DIVINE LITURGY

dwdwdnp (Lintroit): Lfuwunwunniphiu (Uzkhaghaghootyoon)
| || dupm Cply. (Midday Chant): «Ujuon mpujuwgtiug» (Aysor oorakhatsyal) ‘;

Gplipuppliwu (Trisagion): Unipp Uunniwd... np juwstigup Juuu dtp

(Soorp Asdvadz... vor khachetsar vasun mer)

Uppwuwgnijahiu (Soorpasatsootyoon): Sptipmwjuyhu (Hreshdagayeen)




SCRIPTURE READING

The reader of the Holy Scripture is Nina Marifian.

Alleluia, Alleluia. This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it. O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love
endures forever!

The reading is from the Letter of the St. Paul to the Hebrews (9:1-10)

Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an
earthly sanctuary. For a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which
were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence; it is
called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called
the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of
the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden
urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables
of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing
the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

These preparations having thus been made, the priests go con-
tinually into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the
second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not
without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of
the people. By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanc-
tuary is not yet opened as long as the outer tent is still standing (which
is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts
and sacrifices are offered which cannot perfect the conscience of the
worshiper, but deal only with food and drink and various ablutions,
regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.




TODAY’S HOLY GOSPEL

Urtkypnwpwiu puyp 3nifhwuni
d. 22-30

Wn wwbu Gpnwwntdph dky Lw-
twwwnhph woup Yp Ywwnwpnikp®, ni
adtin Ep. Spunw Yp pwitp wmwbwphu
dko' Unnndnup upwhp: Nwwnp <pbw-
utpp 2powiwyuintightt ghtip GiL pupt
hptu. «Uhust Gpp whnp dunwnwu-
obiu Utq. bk £phuwninup nniu bu' pw-
gnpnawwku pul dagh»: 8hunu wwwnwufuwubg wunug. «Cup Gkgh,
nt skp hwiwwnwp: Uju gnpdtipp' np Gu Y’pubid hd <opu wuniuny,
wunup Yp yywybu hd dwupu: Puyg nnip skp hwwwwnwp' npnghbunbi
hd nsfuwnutiptu skp, hugwbu puh tigh™: U ngfuwpubipu Yp bt hd
dwjuu, Gu wi Yp dwustwd quunup, b Yp hbwnbithu hudh: Gu Ynt
nwd wunug juthnbuwlwu Yewupp, no juthnbwu whwnp synpun-
thu, Gt g Jdkyp whwnp juhanwyk quunup hd dbnpku: hd <wypu' np
hudh winuwt quunup' pninpku UGS E, nu s dkyp Ynpuwy juhonwyt

The Holy Gospel according
to St. John 10:22-30




ésus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that | do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear

, my voice. | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal L
{’"\ life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 1""
hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and
no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and |

are one.”
CHURCH CALENDAR 2021
June 7 - ftipnthbuh Unipp Uwunijutip / Holy Innocents of Bethlehem
June 8 - Up. 'Umuk b Up. Uwuk, Unjutip / Sts. Nuneh and Maneh Virgins
June 10 - Up. Uwhwy b Up. 8nyukbth hpjuwuutp / Princes Sahak and
Joseph
June 12 - Up. ‘Utipubu Utidu Cwypwytinn / Catholicos St. Nerses the Great
LET’S READ THE BIBLE!
READINGS OF THE WEEKI
Monday, June 7: Hebrews 2:14-18, Matthew 2:16-18
Tuesday, June 8: 1 Peter 5:8-11, John 12:24-26
Wednesday, June 9: Romans 4:13-22, Matthew 10:34-42
Thursday, June 10: Romans 8:18-27, Luke 21:12-19
Friday, June 11: Romans 5:12-21, Matthew 11:25-30
Saturday, June 12: Hebrews 13:7-9, Matthew 10:16-22
| SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY |
N h
e | June 13 - Special Parish Assembly to be held to address church finances 4 :

and update members on the roof situation, a possible bathroom remodel
and the kitchen remodel. Please have lunch before you come, as the

meeting will be held at 12:30. PLEASE PLAN ON COMING!




GENERAL INFORMATION

Pastor

Fr. Voskan Hovhannisyan
@ell: (914) G71-4002
ﬁvosﬁan@gmaifcom

Parish Council

Maggie Colliflower,

@hairperson

George Marifian,
Wice Chairperson

Renny Krikorian,

Secretary

Steven Avedisian,

@reasurer

Walter Livengood

Assistant Treasurer

Charlie Merzian,
Adfisor

Gina Kernan,
Abdfisor

Paul Nersesian,

Miocesan Delegate

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound Please contact
the Pastor when you or someone you love is admitted to
the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor. If you
have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting
your name be included in the “Prayers for the Sick and
Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound and would like
to receive Holy Communion at home should contact the
Pastor.

Home Blessing - If you would like the Pastor to visit your
home and offer a home blessing, please contact the Pas-
tor.

Pastor’s Office Days - Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.

Baptism - Parents may prepare for the baptism of their
child before he or she is born. For more information, con-
tact the Pastor.

Marriage - Contact the Pastor at least nine months in ad-
vance of your proposed wedding date.

Parish Membership - If you are interested in becoming
a member of the Holy Virgin Mary & Shoghagat parish,
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday,
or phone the Chairperson Maggie Colliflower (618) 531-
0972

Sunday Bulletin - Announcements for the Sunday Bulle-
tin are due in the Church Office by 5:00 pm on Wednes-
day preceding the date of service.

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Of-
fice by mail, phone or email to paul.nersesian@sbcglobal.
net no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday preceding the Sun-
day. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.

Grave Blessing - If you would like the Pastor to visit your
family’s cemetery and offer a grave blessing, please con-
tact the Pastor.




